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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift
“ ADVANCED CARDIAC IMAGING IN HEART FAILURE : FROM SUBCLINICAL MYOCARDIAL 
DYSFUNCTION TO THERAPY OPTIMIZATION ”
1. Although quantification of LV systolic function by LVEF is easy to perform, 
it is relatively insensitive in detecting subtle myocardial dysfunction. 
(A CT Ng et al. Circulation Cardiovascular Imaging 2012;5:51-59 in this thesis)
2. Early diagnosis of diabetic heart disease by contrast-enhanced myocardial T1 
mapping and 2D speckle tracking analyses may permit identification of patients 
at risk of subsequent development of clinical heart failure. (A CT Ng et al. 
Circulation Cardiovascular Imaging 2012;5:51-59 in this thesis)
3. The current literature suggests that routine AV and/or VV delays optimiza-
tion has a neutral effect on clinical and echocardiographic outcomes based 
on pooled data from randomized and non-randomized studies. (D Auger et 
al. American Heart Journal 2013; 166 (1):20-29 in this thesis)
4. The present study demonstrated for the first time that CRT may induce LV 
mechanical dyssynchrony which was associated with less favourable LV reverse 
remodelling and worse long-term prognosis. (D Auger et al. European Heart 
Journal 2011;33:913-920 in this thesis)
5. Considerable work is required to consolidate T1 mapping methods and further 
establish the clinical use of the output, but as data continue to emerge it 
is possible to be optimistic as to the enormous potential of this technique. 
(AJ Baksi et al. Circulation Cardiovascular Imaging 2013;6:861-863) 
6. Therefore, (…) an individualized approach for CRT optimization is desirable.
(L Calo et al., American Heart Journal 2014;167:546-554) 
7. Our data illustrate that both elevated LV filling pressures and right atrial 
pressures identified on an index hospitalization admission echo are indepen-
dently associated with 30-day HF specific readmission. (P Thavendiranathan et 
al. Americal Journal of Cardiology 2014;113 :335-341)
8. Among pacemaker-dependent patients with no prior ventricular arrhythmias 
upgraded from a pacemaker to a CRT-defibrillator, those without signifi-
cant CAD have fewer comorbidities, longer survival, and very low risk of 
appropriate shocks compared to CAD patients. (E Adelstein et al. Heart 
Rhythm 2014 epub ahead of print) 
9. Il est toujours aisé d’être logique. Il est presque impossible d’être logique 
jusqu’au bout. (Albert Camus 1913-1960, Le mythe de Sisyphe)
10. It’s the sides of the mountain which sustain life, not the top. (Robert M. 
Pirsig 1928- Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance-An inquiry into Values)
11. And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in 
your years. (Abraham Lincoln 1809-1865)
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